


Mr* Julian doodoan, Pronidnnt 
na tional Qrosloaa t in g Po mpo ny 
ftocke/ellar Cantor 
Haw Task* B.X* 

hear Hr* Goodman, 

P eu h l n d a y in aiwut to taring out a book titled "la Aaerlcan Death", represented as 
a study of ttaa a va aaa ln a tion of Dr. Martin bother King* Jr.* and aaylng that Janes Sari 
Hay was tbs ions wewaaain. Beginning with a ais-flgute advance to the author* Oeioid 
Frank* and inc l ud i ng extraordinary advance book-club offering*, tola ooniarcial project 
oaunet suoo wd without the unpaid use of the alaotronlo media* meaning too people air* 

It preaanta ana, toe official aide* of a number of qu aa ttona of national interest on 
which 830 has already refused to present too other aids and had* extensively* pr e eont e d 
thta official side in toe post. Otoe of your liocuoaoe, for example* after presenting 
William Bradford hula in a view lndafltlnguighnble from Frank's* refused to pandit ae to 
air the other olds. 

Aside from toe quoetlona of fact* suoh as is the ovftaa salved* did Hoy omit the 
crime* there ere other Issues of national importeaoe that dally nun greater (dgnLfloaaoe 
in our troubled society. Thera is toe broad question of justios in gpectao u^g oirliwn* did 
too system of Juotloe work in this oas o f oan an wpopdar defendant got JuWTttmn faced with 
« da teral not prosooutioa doadaated by politio&l eonaLdorattona and* la reality* taken over 
by too federal government! can or does the noanaroialAnatiop of such crimes by those of 
flrwnoi al and literary interests prevent Juotloe and frustrate too normal workings of toe 
Inn m defense oounoel he dependant upon this ooaKxug&O. interest and not be hopeleeely 
ridden by an irreoondXhtalo conflict of interest v tha literary p r oper ty vaporizing at any 
trial, which makes everything tone ad du ced public domain) ( can society and its ays tea of 
Justice survive tost amounts to a conspiracy to pr event a trial* a special form of plan- 
bargaining! can a Judge violate too standards of toe bar with impunity and preside over 
tola phaa rtaargainiag and dictate toe terns of the agreement and too sntouoe prior to ton 
oaae reaching him in open oourti am toe federal government intrude Jjltaelf into a purely 
state orlae without subverting toe law and Justice! oan and should defense o oun a e l first 
threaten the death of to3 defendant toon bribe his into stlunas* es pecially in a ‘"f"* 
of this nature and with its aonsaquenoea* the greatest cost in damage in our history being 
but one | and neny* many other? I shall be ifLei to detail to you on request. I think these 
ore mere than enough to show toe relevance of FCC regulations to this case* 

Shore is also toe question of toe rights of toe accused, defamation of him to which ha 
cannot reply* and* whether or not it is HhO's intent* propaganda against and intrusion Into 
Ms efforts to obtain a full* open wi public trial* something there has not been in thta 
oase. %Ls cannot but be odvuraely effected by presentation of Frank's partisan views. Boy 
ia in jail mad cannot defend himself. Bran if this were not too ease, became of pending 
logoi appeals It is impossible. Be has road ay published version of too nine end toe 
functioning of ooolety ia it* the book KUSEWtt’ which Hite mi ite licensees refused to 
preeont to its a u dience and toe only study on that aide of tola oaae and these iasuos* 
and ho has rntthorLsed ae to ask for equal time of you in hia maw and in his defense. Ho 
has denied being the nnnaewln end Hr* Frank says bo ms too lone aaaaaafa* lie has never 
admitted being toe aaaanain* There io no possibility of po r aot/profit to me In tola* although 
that is irrelevant, boonusu ay study is a year old and not to «y k nowled g e in sty bookstore* 
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9or all of Ita extensive faculties and with tho unquestionable ooipetenoo of its 
professional staff, tho ecxapiaxfryof tills ease are such that adequate understanding 
may mil be denied HSU, It cannot, for exaiaple, use its owe personnel to present the 
other side on all the aany iaauee involved or in defense of tho rights of Hr, Hay. 
Ao quttln g oo— and of the fact required in itself makes this impossible. *hns, in «y 
view, with the host of mtan ti o na in the world MBC cannot air Mr, Frank and nest# ita 
obligations as the 960 has i nte rp r eted then without the presentation of aneaqpKt an the 
aide opposite Hr. Frank’s, of when | an the only one* In the pest HBC has refused to 
present what X any call "ay* side on all these issues, ranging downward from such net 
shows is "Today" to loaal 11— se e * Thus it would seen that the as— etandarde should be 
applied to tho elaborately^-orchestrated presentation of the offloial version represented 
by Mr. Frank and bio bock* 

X realize it is unusual to stake a request like this prior to the airing of hr. ^rerfc. 
But 1 hope you also realise that once he is aired without simultaneous presentation of the 
other aide, it is not possible for the view and representation of fast other titan his to 
catch up with what he will have to any to defend hia work and sell It or to roach the 
same a a d t e noe . X suggest that raising this with you in advance of airing provides you with 
the op oatunlty to nest your obligations nore fully and fairly. 

With the precedent it has set of refusing to air se, the only expert on ay or Ray's 
aide, 1 think It would he wrong for HBC now to air Hr. Frank and the official view which 
has been presented extensively and exclusively. But if BBC deodd— to again air the 
one aide of this oaao , X do think it should nlad! tinwwmnly present the other aide, which 
I alone — ooupotont to do, being the only one who has dons the requdaite work and lmr—tiU 
gation. Thus X ask of you that should MBC present Hr. Frank in nay mgr. It Bake it possible 
for no to appear in confrontation — that tho people may have both aides slaultaneonsly. 

There is no possibility of gain for m in thin, as there Is for Hr. Frank. I reoognlae 
that X nay he helping hln financially whore the sane is not possible for m. But X think 
tbs overriding Issue la the nooses of the people cm their air to all sides of the a any 
questions and issues of national import— that are, inevitably and inextricably, in- 
volved in any airing of any aspect of the overall subject. 

X do hope you will agree with no. 

Staooroly, 



Harold Vaisberg 




